Arizona Flight Training Workgroup (AFTW)
Meeting Minutes

Meeting began at 0930 hosted by Terry Brandt, who reminded all to check out aftw.org for practice area
information and safety information relating to flight training operations statewide.

1. Airports
a. Falcon Field airport has a newly renovated 4R runup area, which is now a part of Taxiway
Delta and has “runup lanes.” Islands are now in place to prevent direct access to the
Runway environment from the ramp. Now you have to make a few turns around some
islands.

Entrance Lane -

Fill furthest
west lane first

Note: Green
Movement/Non-movement shaded areas

area boundary line are not to be

taxied on.

Alternative taxi route if 4R runup area is blocked. DO NOT cross
movement boundary without obtaining new instructions from Ground.
Leaving the movement area voids your previous instructions.

b. Beware of intensive helicopter operations to the Echo ramp (North Side of 4L/22R).

c. Pinal Airport (KMZJ) is now friendlier to transient aircraft operations, not like it was back in
the past where you were chased by a pickup truck. May be a good alternative to other
congested airports for training.

2. Airspace

a. North of KDVT, lots of traffic going in/out and there have been some “close calls” please use
caution and be extra vigilant.

b. Tip: When reporting that you have traffic in sight, use more detail than just “traffic in sight.”
There could be 3 aircraft around you and Tower is trying to get you to see a specific one. So



it would be wiser to say “Cessna on left base in sight,” or “Archer at 1 o clock on the
downwind in sight.” This will help ensure that you have the correct aircraft in sight.
Pleasant Valley Airport — Please use the Pleasant Valley CTAF to communicate intentions if
conducting simulated engine failures into the airport, some operators have been
announcing on Practice Area frequency causing loss of situational awareness to operators
on CTAF. It may also be a good idea to communicate with Luke Approach too.

Helicopter operations frequent the area around Carefree highway (particularly the “bend” in
the highway) North of KDVT. Please be on the lookout for them practicing low level
maneuvers, as they have experienced low level aircraft conducting ground reference
maneuvers not on PA frequency.

Near Florence Junction is a small town called Queen Valley. Its very noise sensitive and
complains anytime an aircraft flys over the area. Recommend avoiding if possible.
Carefree airport is also noise sensitive and it is recommended that transitioning aircraft fly
over the airport at or above 4500 MSL.

3. Processes

a.

4, Other

There is an InFO out regarding the use of non-mounted navigation equipment on the private
pilot practical test. See the notice below.

Commercial ACS is due to release in June (we are led to believe).

Basic Med — Check out AC 68-1 for all the information about this new medical certification
standard available for Private Pilots. Unsure yet if there will be commercial checkrides
allowed with operators who posess only Basic Med.

Ben Winton has been awarded a certificate of appreciation for his assistance in running the
AFTW.org website.
i. Benis also looking for a volunteer to help with the website. Please notify the
aftw.org webmaster if you are interested.
ii. Brent Crow (CAE Safety Officer) will be moderating the next AFTW.org meeting on
May 10%, 2017 at the FSDO in Terry’s absence.
Falcon Field Open House is on March 25%.
Sky Ranch at Carefree is looking for a part-time assistant airport manager, inquire with the
airport manager if interested.
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An InFQ contains valuable information for operators thar sheuld help them mest certain adminizrative, regulatory, or
operational reguirements with relatively low urgency or impact on sqfeiy.

Subject: Use of Onboard or Installed Electronic Navigation Equipment on a Private Pilot Airplane
Practical Test

Purpose: This InFO serves to notify private pilot applicants, instructors, Title 14 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (14 CFR) part 141 pilot schools, Designated Pilot Examiners (DPE), and the public about
changes that will be made fo the next revision of the Private Pilot-Airplane Airman Certification
Standards (ACS), FAA-5-ACS-6. The Federal Aviation Adnunistration (FAA) mtends to revise the ACS
to allow private pilof single-engine practical tests using airplanes with onboard or installed electronic
navigation systems.

Background: ACS Navigation skill element PA VIB .51 from the imitial version of the Private Pilot-
Airplane ACS, effective on June 15, 2016, requires the applicant be able to “Use an installed electronic
navigation system ™ Since ACS publication several comments have been received by the FAA from
industry and individuals indicating they are no longer able to complete a private pilot practical test using
an airplane without an electrical system. Such aircraft were accepted for tests previously conducted when
the Private Pilot Practical Test Standards (PTS) were used. This was determined to be an inadvertent
change from the PTS, therefore this ACS element will be revised to “Use of an onboard electronic
navigation system ™ During its review the FAA also noted that ACS knowledge element PA VIILF K7
refers to installed navigation equipment and displays. The FAA has determined this ACS element should
also be revised to broaden the navigation equipment and displays open to oral questioning. The reference
to “installed” will be removed from this knowledge element in the next revision of the ACS.

Discussion: Testing Under the Private Pilot PTS for Airplane, FAA-5-8081-14B—If a private pilot
applicant presented a single-engine airplane without an installed electrical system for a practical test. the
required level of skill was demonstrated using navigation systems carried onboard. This practice was
consistent with 14 CFR part 61, §§ 61.43(a)(1) and 61.45(b)(1)(1). Specifically, Private Pilot PT5, Area of
Operation VII (Navigation), Task A (Pilotage and Dead Reckoning), did not require any mstalled
navigation equipment other than a magnetic direction indicator. Task B (MNavigation Systems and Radar
Services), required the applicant to demonstrate the use of an airbome navigation system. This language
was consistent with the allowance in the PTS for use of a handheld transceiver with navigation
capabilities or a Class 1 or Class 2 Electrome Flight Bag (EFB). The Private Pilot PTS also covered
testing of Basic Instrument Maneuvers in Area of Operation I Task F(2) within Area of Operation I
required selection of a frequency and identification of the facility. Task F(3) required the ability to follow
verbal instructions and/or navigation systems/facilities for guidance. These tasks could all be
demonstrated using onboard equipment.



Use of Onboard Equipment—The FAA notes that the term “identification™ has a particular meaning if a
Very High Frequency Ommni-Directional Range (VOR) or Nondirectional Beacon (NDB) source is used.
A Morse Code identifier recerved as an andio signal is used to confirm the station is usable and that the
correct fiequency has been funed. If a portable GPS receiver 15 used, identification of a facility would be
accomplished by selecting or programming particular waypoints as depicted on a chart or screen and then
verifving the programming was entered correctly. Therefore, the PTS tasks previously discussed could
have been demonsirated adecuately either by using an Flectronic Flight Bag (EFB). a hand held
transceiver with navigation capability, installed navigation equipment, or a combination of these items.
The FAA notes that increasingly, private pilots are using portable GPS equipment in a manner that is not
covered in Advisory Circular (AC) 91-78, Use of Class I or Class 2 Electronic Flight Bag (EFB). That
AC discusses the removal of paper charts through the use of an EFB for part 91 operations (other than
those operations described in part 91, subparts F and ). While AC 91-78 has minimal information
regarding more advanced utilization of EFBs, the Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge, FAA-H-
8083-25B. states on page 13-24, “Use of equipment/avionics display—pilots remain responsible for the
proper use of an EFB or installed avionics. Pilots should be cognizant that, per the FAA PTSs, they may
be evaluated on the use and interpretation of an EFB or installed avionics on the aircraft™

Correlation to Enowledge Testing—The FAA's inventory of private pilot knowledge test questions
covers appropriate modern forms of electronic navigation. and every knowledge test question 1s assigned
to a knowledge element within the ACS. Since a missed knowledge test question must be followed up on
a practical test, the questioning during the knowledge portion of the practical test cannot be limited to
installed navigation equipment. Questioning that correlates to expected pilot knowledge of different
electronic navigation systems will increase standardization of practical tests and lead to enhanced
applicant kmowledge.

Recommended Action: Student pilots, flight instructors, part 141 pilot schools, DPEs, and others should
anticipate the next revision of the Private Pilot-Airplane ACS, estimated to be published June 2017, will
allow for the vse of onboard navigation equipment to meet ACS navigation knowledge and skill
assessments. The following actions should continue prior to publication of the revised ACS:

1. Practical test skall element PA VI B 51 may be tested using an airplane without an electrical
system or installed electronic navigation system. Onboard electronic navigation systems would
be used in this case.

2. Practical test kmowledge element PA VIILF K7 includes appropriate electronic navigation
systems such as VOR. and GPS without regard to installation of these systems in the airplane
provided by the applicant.

3. The training should incorporate the limitations of VOR and GPS electronic navigation
systems that are nsed by private pilots.

4. Emphasis should be placed vpon combined use and integration of electronic and more
traditional forms of navigation and the procedures to be used if there is conflicting
mformation.

Contact: Questions or comments regarding this InFO should be directed to the Airmen Traming and
Certification and Branch (AFS-810) at (202) 267-1100 or by email to 9-AFS-800-
correspondenceffaa. sov.




